
LOCAL NAVIGATION WARNING 
GIPPSLAND PORTS 

  
 

The following navigation warning is published for general information. 

AUSTRALIA – VICTORIA 
Local Navigation Warning No.13 of 2022  

PORT OF GIPPSLAND LAKES 

THOMSON RIVER – TREE NAVIGATION HAZARD  

 
DATE:  17th November, 2022 

DETAILS: Mariners are advised that a very large River Gum Tree has been dislodged 
by floodwater from the western bank of the Thomson River, approximately 
100 metres downstream of the confluence of the Thomson River and Sale 
Canal. (See attached google map position reference) 

The River Gum root system remains embedded in the western bank and the 
tree lies mostly submerged and across at least 75% of the river width. 
Floodwater is still running at approximately 5 knots.  

Gippsland Ports advises that works to remove or minimise the tree hazard 
shall not be attempted until floodwaters ease and the river height falls to an 
acceptable level to allow safe access. Flood Warnings remain current for the 
Thomson and Latrobe Rivers. The river heights are at capacity level and 
flooding over low lying banks in this area. 

Gippsland Ports will monitor river heights for further Warnings and Notices. 

In the meantime, Mariners are reminded that debris caused by flood water 
including large trees and timbers may find its way downstream and affect 
the safe navigation of vessels within all Gippsland Rivers and Lake systems.  

For information on weather and rising flood water levels go to; 
http://www.bom.gov.au/  
 
Gippsland Ports recommends downloading the VicEmergency App.  
 

Gippsland Ports strongly advises against the operation of vessels in flood 
affected waters or driving vehicles through flood water.  

Mariners should take extra precaution if it is necessary to operate vessels in 
rivers and creeks during flood events and be aware of the possible presence 
of new debris hazards and changed navigation conditions. 

Please contact Gippsland Ports on (03) 51 500 500 to report navigation 
hazards. 

Vessel owners and operators should ensure that berthed or moored vessels 
are watertight, properly secured and regularly check mooring lines and 
swing mooring cables.    

 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
AFFECTED: 

 
Gippsland Ports Waterways Online website at 
https://www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/boating/waterways-online/  
 

http://www.bom.gov.au/
https://www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/boating/waterways-online/
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FURTHER 
NOTICE: 

A further notice will be issued. 

 
 

 

CAPT. BEVIS HAYWARD  
HARBOUR MASTER 


