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Bancroft Bay – Vessel Operating and Zoning Rules 

Information Sheet and Q&As 

Background 
Gippsland Ports is undertaking a consultation process for a potential change to the Vessel 
Operating and Zoning Rules (VOZR) for Bancroft Bay at Metung to extend the 5 knot zone. 

Over recent years, Gippsland Ports has received feedback regarding the impact of large boat 
wake in Bancroft Bay, causing damage to berthed vessels and safety risks to passengers and 
persons launching and retrieving vessels at Shaving Point. Gippsland Ports staff have also 
recorded large wake incidents in Bancroft Bay.  

Currently, there are two 5 knot zones marked with buoys in Bancroft Bay: one on the western 
side running parallel to the Metung shoreline from Shaving Point to approximately 200 metres 
north of the Metung Yacht Club; the other running parallel to, and approximately 100 metres 
from the Boole Poole Peninsula shoreline along the western and north-eastern sides.  

This represents Option 4: Existing zoning and 5 knot restrictions remain unchanged. 
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The current 5 knot zones have limited effect given that a vessel passing between the zones at 
speed can generate a dangerous wake that arrives onto the surrounding shorelines. 

Previous actions by Gippsland Ports to mitigate the wake problem through signage and wake 
notification buoys has not met the objective of reducing the impact of wake. 

Options 

Gippsland Ports is asking commercial and recreational boaters, berth holders and local area 
property owners and other community members to indicate their preference for options to 
address the problem.  

Option Advantages Disadvantages 

1. Apply 5 knot zone from 
Shaving Point to Bell Point, 
including existing 5 knot 
zones near the township, 
Mosquito Point, and Boxes 
and Chinaman’s Creek. (see 
map below). 

• Creates an enforceable 
speed limit to reduce the 
impact of wake. 

• Minimises the impact of 
wake through all of 
Bancroft Bay. 

• Some inconvenience to passing 
vessels. 

• Requires enforcement effort. 

• Prevents power driven water 
sports such as skiing, etc. in all 
of Bancroft Bay. 

• Travel time from Shaving Point 
to Bell Point = 18 minutes. 

2. Apply 5 knot zone from 
Shaving Point to Mosquito 
Point, including the existing 
5 knot zone along the 
north-eastern shore of 
Boole Poole (see map 
below). 

• Creates an enforceable 
speed limit to reduce the 
impact of wake. 

• Retains the area at the 
north-east of Bancroft Bay 
for water sports. 

• Some inconvenience to passing 
vessels, but less than Option 1. 

• Inconvenience to some water 
sports users. 

• Requires enforcement effort. 

• Travel time from Shaving Point 
to Mosquito Point = 9 minutes 

3. Apply 5 knot zone from 
Shaving Point to Mosquito 
point (as in Option 2) but 
extended to “watch your 
wake” buoy east of 
Mosquito Point (see map 
below). 

• Creates an enforceable 
speed limit to reduce the 
impact of wake. 

• Retains the area at the 
north-east of Bancroft 
Bay for water sports. 

• Some inconvenience to 
passing vessels, but less than 
Option 1. 

• Inconvenience to some water 
sports users. 

• Requires enforcement effort. 

• Travel time from Shaving Point 
to Mosquito Point = 9 minutes 

4. No change to vessel speed 
restrictions (see map 
above). 

• Retains status quo and 
requires no further action. 

• Allows unrestricted 
movement of vessels 
through Bancroft Bay. 

• Risk of damage and injury 
continues. 

 

 
Note: Any other reasonable options will be considered. 
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Option 1 (below): 5 knot zone for all of Bancroft Bay from Shaving Point to Bell Point 

 

Option 2 (below): 5 knot zone for Bancroft Bay from Shaving Point to Mosquito Point 
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Option 3 (below): 5 knot zone for Bancroft Bay from Shaving Point to Mosquito Point (as in 
Option 2) but extended to existing “watch your wake” buoy east of Mosquito Point. 

 

Have Your Say 
Gippsland Ports would like to hear your views regarding the options before making a final decision. Any 
alternative suggestions will be considered. 

Any change to the Vessel Zoning and Operating Rules requires the approval of Marine Safety Victoria and 
must take account of community views. 

You can have your say by: 

Completing the on-line survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BancroftBayBoatWake 

E-mailing Gippsland Ports at: feedback@gippslandports.vic.gov.au 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BancroftBayBoatWake
mailto:feedback@gippslandports.vic.gov.au
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Q. Why are the waterway zoning rules in Bancroft Bay being reviewed? 

A.  Gippsland Ports is receiving feedback and recording events about excessive boat wake and 
there have been incidents where vessels have been damaged, and passengers’ safety placed 
at risk. “Watch your wake” advisory signage appears to have had little effect. 

Q. What options are being considered? 

A.  There are four main options: 

1. Introduce a 5 knot zone for all of Bancroft Bay from Shaving Point to Bell Point. 
2. Introduce a 5 knot zone from Shaving Point to Mosquito Point, leaving most of the north-

eastern part of the bay unrestricted. 
3. Introduce a 5 knot zone from Shaving Point to Mosquito Point (as in Option 2), but 

extended to existing “watch your wake” buoy east of Mosquito Point 
4. No change - existing vessel speed restrictions remain the same. 

Variations to the above options or other alternative options will be considered. 

Q. Why not just introduce a “No Wake” zone? 

A. “No Wake” zones are difficult to enforce unless applied with accompanying speed 
restrictions, as is the case in other states. 

Q. How would a new 5 knot zone be enforced? 

A. The Vessel Zoning and Operating Rules would make it an offence to exceed 5 knots in the 
Zoned areas, enabling Water Police to issue warnings or infringements.  

Q.  Are all vessels, including yachts, covered by 5 knot restrictions? 

A. Yes, the VOZR Rule change is proposed to apply to all vessels.  The Yacht Club would need to 
apply for an exemption for regattas if the course is proposed within a 5 knot zone.  
Emergency vessels (Water Police, Coast Guard, Gippsland Ports) are exempt when 
responding to an emergency.  

Q. Which option does Gippsland Ports prefer? 

A.  At this stage, Gippsland Ports is seeking feedback on all options and does not have a 
preference. Community feedback on the options (or any alternative options) will assist 
Gippsland Ports in deciding the preferred and acceptable option to manage the impacts of 
vessel wake.  

Q. Who is being consulted? 

A. Any interested resident, boat-owner, or community member can provide input. Metung 
Yacht Club, berth-holders, Gippsland Water Police and others are being consulted. 
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Q. How do I have my say? 

A.  You can complete the on-line survey or e-mail Gippsland Ports directly to provide your views. 
See details under “Have Your Say” above. 

Q.  Will my views be taken into account? 

A. Yes. Gippsland Ports will consider the results of the consultation before deciding on a 
preferred option. It has to be something that is acceptable to the community. If any change 
is proposed, Marine Safety Victoria approval is required, and they will ask for the results of 
the community consultation before making a decision.  

Q.  What if I have another alternative option? 

A.  All reasonable options will be considered. You can outline the alternative in the survey. 

Q. How do I get more information? 

A. You can contact Gippsland Ports and we will contact you to speak with you and answer any 
questions if requested.  

Q.  When does the consultation period end? 

A. We would like your comments and survey responses by Friday 9th July 2021.  

 
For further information or comment, please contact Gippsland Ports: 

feedback@gippslandports.vic.gov.au 
or 5150 0500 
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